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Appendix	A	-	School	Effectiveness	Framework	Connections

The chart below shows sample connections between School Effectiveness Framework (SEF) indicators and the adolescent literacy components 
and student indicators. More explicit connections may be made by referring to the evidence which support each of the SEF indicators.

Critical	Literacy SEF Indicator

Recognize that texts are created by authors who have certain 
perspectives and biases

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen 
content knowledge and refine instruction to support student 
learning and achievement.

Recognize that point of view influences how a text is 
interpreted and understood

4.3	- Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Determine whose voices are present and whose voices are 
missing from the text

3.4	-	Explicit strategies are in place to enable students to 
demonstrate strong citizenship skills.

Evaluate sources for bias, reliability, fairness and validity 4.4	- Learning is deepened through authentic, relevant and 
meaningful student inquiry.

Analyze how language is used to exercise power and/or 
maintain status quo

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Take a stance and engage in a response or action in the 
interest of equity, fairness and social justice

4.3	-	Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Use technology to seek divergent perspectives, interact 
with authentic audiences, and express ideas

4.3	-	Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Metacognition SEF Indicator

Identify their own understandings in relation to learning goals 
and success criteria

1.1	- Students and teachers share a common understanding 
of the learning goals and related success criteria .

Use established success criteria and descriptive feedback to 
monitor learning and plan next steps

1.2	- During learning, students receive ongoing, descriptive 
feedback based on the success criteria from the teacher and 
from peers .

1.3	-	Students are taught, and regularly use self-assessment 
skills to monitor their progress toward achieving learning 
goals, and to set their own learning goals within the context of 
the Ontario curriculum and/or Individual Education Plan (IEP).
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Are aware of their own actions and beliefs and recognize 
how their attitudes, habits and dispositions influence the 
extent of their learning

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen content 
knowledge and refine instruction to support student learning 
and achievement.

Identify, communicate and act on their learning preference 
and individual strengths

3.1	-	The teaching and learning environment is inclusive and 
reflects individual student strengths, needs and learning preferences.

4.5	-	Instruction and assessment are differentiated in 
response to student strengths, needs and prior learning .

Assess learning situations and develop plans of action, and 
select strategies and resources accordingly

4.6	-	Resources for students are relevant, current, accessible 
and inclusive.

Reflect on their learning and engage in conversations to 
explain, question and refine their thinking

4.3	-	Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Seek clarification and support when barriers to learning are 
encountered

1.5	- A variety of valid and reliable assessment data is used 
by students and teachers to continuously monitor learning, to 
inform instruction and assessment and to determine next steps .

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen content 
knowledge and refine instruction to support student learning 
and achievement.

Questioning SEF Indicator

Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and build 
understanding

1.3	-	Students are taught, and regularly use self-assessment 
skills to monitor their progress toward achieving learning goals, 
and to set their own learning goals within the context of the 
Ontario curriculum and/ or Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen 
content knowledge and refine instruction to support student 
learning and achievement.

Pose and answer questions in collaboration with peers to 
explore various ways of thinking

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen 
content knowledge and refine instruction to support student 
learning and achievement.

Construct different types of questions purposefully to meet 
learning goals

1.3	- Students are taught, and regularly use self-assessment 
skills to monitor their progress toward achieving learning 
goals, and to set their own learning goals within the context of 
the Ontario curriculum and/ or Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Use self-questioning to assess readiness and guide learning 1.3	-	Students are taught, and regularly use self-assessment 
skills to monitor their progress toward achieving learning 
goals, and to set their own learning goals within the context of 
the Ontario curriculum and/ or Individual Education Plan (IEP).
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Explain how questioning helps guide thinking and learning 4.4	-	Learning is deepened through authentic, relevant and 
meaningful student inquiry.

Use technology to pose questions and explore divergent 
perspectives

4.3	-	Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Strategy SEF Indicator

Set goals, establish criteria, create and follow plans, make 
judgments and determine the effectiveness of the plan

1.1	-	Students and teachers share a common understanding 
of the learning goals and related success criteria .

Use subject-specific processes to create,  solve problems, 
research, make decisions, revise thinking, communicate 
ideas and reflect on learning

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen content 
knowledge and refine instruction to support student learning 
and achievement.

Apply comprehension strategies before, during and after 
reading, listening, viewing to develop understanding

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Apply knowledge of organizational patterns, text structures 
and features to navigate and advance understanding of text

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Access and use subject-specific vocabulary to precisely 
communicate ideas

2.2	-	Processes and practices are designed to deepen 
content knowledge and refine instruction to support student 
learning and achievement.

Use active reading, writing, viewing, listening, speaking and 
representing techniques to record, react and respond to idea

4.3	- Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Use a writing process to generate, explore, develop and refine 
writing for particular purposes, forms and audiences

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas

4.3	- Teaching and learning incorporates 21st Century content, 
global perspectives, learning skills, resources and technologies.

Voice	&	Identity SEF Indicator

Recognize their roles and responsibilities in their own 
learning

1.1	- Students and teachers share a common understanding 
of the learning goals and related success criteria .

1.3	-	Students are taught, and regularly use self-assessment 
skills to monitor their progress toward achieving learning 
goals, and to set their own learning goals within the context of 
the Ontario curriculum and/or Individual Education Plan (IEP).



72ADOLESCENT  LITERACY GUIDE

Make personal connections to text and task during reading, 
writing, speaking, listening and representing

4.5	-	Instruction and assessment are differentiated in 
response to student strengths, needs and prior learning .

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Value their own knowledge and experience and that of 
others by actively contributing and welcoming new ideas

3.1	- The teaching and learning environment is inclusive 
and reflects individual student strengths, needs and 
learning preferences .

Advocate for self and others to  
advance learning

2.5	-	Organizational structures are coherent, flexible and 
respond to the needs of students .

1.2	-	During learning, students receive ongoing, descriptive 
feedback based on the success criteria from the teacher and 
from peers .

Recognize how personal views and the views of others can 
affect thinking

2.5	-	Organizational structures are coherent, flexible and 
respond to the needs of students .

4.2	-	A clear emphasis on high levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy is evident throughout the school.

Seek opportunities for purposeful self-expression to 
authentic audiences about meaningful topics and issues

Advocate for choice in learning opportunities

4.4	- Learning is deepened through authentic, relevant and 
meaningful student inquiry.

3.1	-	The teaching and learning environment is inclusive 
and reflects individual student strengths, needs and learning 
preferences .

Set personal goals and explore ideas of personal interest 
relevant to topics of study

3.2	-	School programs incorporate students’ stated 
priorities and reflect the diversity, needs and interests of 
the school population.

4.4	-	Learning is deepened through authentic, relevant and 
meaningful student inquiry.

5.1	-	Programs, pathways and career planning meet the 
learning needs and interests of all students .
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Appendix	B	-	Curriculum	Connections

Literacy supports the learning of all curriculum expectations. The chart below shows examples of explicit connections between Grade 
8 Science and Technology curriculum expectations and the components and student indicators. This may be used as a template for 
examining links between literacy and the curriculum expectations in other subjects or courses.

Understanding Life – Systems Cells
1.	 assess the impact of cell biology on individuals, society, and the environment;

2.	 investigate	functions	and	processes	of	plant	and	animal	cells;

3.	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	basic	structure	and	function	of	plant	and	animal	cells	and	cell	processes.

Specific	Expectations Potential	Component	Connection

1.1	-	Assess the role of selected technologies in enhancing 
our understanding of cells and cellular processes

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

1.2	-	Assess the potential that our understanding of cells 
and cell processes has for both beneficial and harmful effects 
on human health and the environment, taking different 
perspectives into account

Critical	Literacy
Evaluate sources for bias, reliability, fairness and validity

Voice	&	Identity
Make personal connections to text and task during reading, 
writing, speaking, listening and representing

2.4	-	Use scientific inquiry/ experimentation  
skills to investigate the processes of osmosis  
and diffusion

Strategy
Use subject-specific processes to create, solve problems, 
research, make decisions, revise thinking, communicate ideas 
and reflect on learning

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.5 use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, 
including organelle, diffusion, osmosis, cell theory, selective 
permeability, membrane, stage, and eyepiece, in oral and 
written communication

Strategy
Access and use subject-specific vocabulary to precisely 
communicate ideas

2.6	-	Use a variety of forms (e.g., oral, written, graphic, 
multimedia) to communicate with different audiences and 
for a variety of purposes

Strategy 
Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas
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Understanding	Structures	and	Mechanisms	–	Systems	in	Action
1.	 assess	the	personal,	social,	and/or	environmental	impacts	of	a	system,	and	evaluate	improvements	to	a	system	and/or	

alternative	ways	of	meeting	the	same	needs;

2.	 investigate	a	working	system	and	the	ways	in	which	components	of	the	system	contribute	to	its	desired	function;

3.	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	different	types	of	systems	and	the	factors	that	contribute	to	their	safe	and	efficient	operation.

Specific	Expectations Potential	Component	Connection

1.1	-	assess the social, economic, and environmental impacts 
of automating systems

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and build 
understanding

1.2	-	assess the impact on individuals, society, and the 
environment of alternative ways of meeting needs that are 
currently met by existing systems, taking different points of 
view into consideration

Critical	Literacy
Evaluate sources for bias, reliability, fairness and validity

2.2	-	Investigate the work done in a variety of everyday 
activities and record the findings quantitatively

Strategy
Use subject-specific processes to create, solve problems, 
research, make decisions, revise thinking, communicate ideas 
and reflect on learning

2.3	-	use scientific inquiry/ experimentation skills to 
investigate mechanical advantage in a variety of mechanisms 
and simple machines

Strategy
Use subject-specific processes to create, solve problems, 
research, make decisions, revise thinking, communicate ideas 
and reflect on learning

2.4	-	use technological problem-solving skills to investigate a 
system that performs a function or meets a need

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and build 
understanding

Metacognition
Use established success criteria and descriptive feedback to 
monitor learning and plan next steps

2.5	-	Investigate the information (e.g., owner’s manual for a 
car, weather advisories for a region, pest forecasts/ warnings 
for a crop/region) and support (e.g., a technical support line 
for computers) provided to consumers/ clients to ensure that a 
system functions safely and effectively

Strategy
Apply knowledge of organizational patterns, text structures 
and features to navigate and advance understanding of text

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge 
ideas to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.6	-	use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, 
including mechanical advantage, input, output, friction, gravity, 
forces, and efficiency, in oral and written communication

Strategy
Access and use subject-specific vocabulary to precisely 
communicate ideas
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2.7	-	use a variety of forms (e.g., oral, written, graphic, 
multimedia) to communicate with different audiences and 
for a variety of purposes

Strategy
Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas

3.4	-	compare, using examples, the scientific definition 
with the everyday use of the terms work, force, energy, and 
efficiency

Strategy
Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas

3.9	-	identify social factors that influence the evolution of a 
system

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

Understanding	Matter	and	Energy	–	Fluids
1.	 analyze	how	the	properties	of	fluids	are	used	in	various	technologies,	and	assess	the	impact	of	these	technologies	on	

society and the environment;

2.	 investigate	the	properties	of	fluids;

3.	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	properties	and	uses	of	fluids.

Specific	Expectations Potential	Component	ConnectionW

1.1	-	Assess the social, economic, and environmental 
 impacts of selected technologies that are based on the 
properties of fluids

Questioning
Use technology to pose questions and explore divergent 
perspectives

1.2	-	Assess the impact of fluid spills on society and the 
environment, including the cost of the cleanup and the  
effort involved

Critical	Literacy
Evaluate sources for bias, reliability, fairness and validity

Questioning
Use technology to pose questions and explore 
divergent perspectives

2.3	- investigate and compare the density of a variety  
of liquids

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.4	-	investigate applications of the principles of  
fluid mechanics

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and build 
understanding
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2.5	- Use scientific inquiry/ experimentation skills to identify 
factors that affect the flow rates of various fluids

Strategy
Use subject-specific processes to create,  
solve problems, research, make decisions, revise thinking, 
communicate ideas and reflect on learning

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas 
to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.7	- Use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, 
including viscosity, density, particle theory of matter, 
hydraulic, and pneumatic, in oral and written communication

Strategy
Access and use subject- specific vocabulary to precisely 
communicate ideas

2.8	-	Use a variety of forms (e.g., oral, written, graphic, 
multimedia) to communicate with different audiences and for 
a variety of purposes

Strategy
Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas

Understanding Earth & Space Systems – Water Systems
1.	 assess	the	impact	of	human	activities	and	technologies	on	the	sustainability	of	water	resources;	

2.	 investigate	factors	that	affect	local	water	quality;

3.	 demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	characteristics	of	the	earth’s	water	systems

4.	 and	the	influence	of	water	systems	on	a	specific	region.

Specific	Expectations Potential	Component	Connection

1.1	- Evaluate personal water consumption, compare it with 
personal water consumption in other countries, and propose 
a plan of action to reduce personal water consumption to help 
address water sustainability issues

Critical	Literacy
Take a stance and engage in a response or action in the 
interest of equity, fairness and social justice

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and  
build understanding

1.2	-	Assess how various media sources address issues 
related to the impact of human

activities on the long-term sustainability of local, national, or 
international water systems

Critical	Literacy
Recognize that texts are created by authors who have  
certain perspectives and biases

Questioning
Use technology to pose questions and explore  
divergent perspectives
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1.3	- Assess the impact on local and global water systems of 
a scientific discovery or technological innovation

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and  
build understanding

2.2	- Investigate how municipalities process water (e.g., 
obtain it, test it, and treat it) and manage water

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge ideas to 
probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.3	- Test water samples for a variety of chemical 
characteristics

Questioning
Explore, wonder and investigate to solve problems and build 
understanding

Metacognition
Use established success criteria and descriptive feedback to 
monitor learning and plan next steps

2.4	- Use scientific inquiry/research skills to investigate local 
water issues Sample guiding questions: Where does your local 
water supply come from? How might you and your family have 
become aware of the issue?

Strategy
Use subject-specific processes to create,  
solve problems, research, make decisions, revise thinking, 
communicate ideas and reflect on learning

Questioning
Ask questions that clarify, extend thinking and challenge 
ideas to probe more deeply into an issue or topic

2.6	-	Use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, 
including water table, aquifer, polar icecap, and salinity, in oral 
and written communication

Strategy
Access and use subject- specific vocabulary to precisely 
communicate ideas

2.7	-	Use a variety of forms (e.g., oral, written, graphic, 
multimedia) to communicate with different audiences and 
for a variety of purposes

Strategy
Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, manage and 
communicate information and ideas
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Appendix	C	-	Learning	Skills	and	Work	Habits	Connections

Literacy supports students developing effective learning skills and work habits. This chart shows explicit connections between the 
student indicators and the sample criteria outlined for each of the Learning Skills in Growing Success .

Responsibility 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential  Component Connection

Fulfills  responsibilities and commitments within the  
learning environment;

Voice	&	Identity	- Recognize their roles and responsibilities

Completes and submits class work, homework, and 
assignments according to agreed- upon timelines;

Metacognition	-	Assess learning situations and develop 
plans of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour. Voice	&	Identity	-	Recognize their roles and responsibilities 
in their own learning

Organization 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential Component  Connection

Devises and follows a plan and process for completing work  
and tasks;

Metacognition	- Assess learning situations and develop plans 
of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Strategy - Set goals, establish criteria, create and follow plans, 
make judgments and determine the effectiveness of the plan

Establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and 
achieve goals;

Metacognition	-	Assess learning situations and develop plans 
of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Strategy - Set goals, establish criteria, create and follow plans, 
make judgments and determine the effectiveness of the plan

Identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, 
technology, and resources to complete tasks .

Critical	Literacy-	Use technology to seek divergent perspectives, 
interact with authentic audiences, and express ideas

Independent Work 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential Component Connection

Independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to 
complete tasks and meet goals;

Strategy - Set goals, establish, create and follow plans, make 
judgments and determine the effectiveness of the plan

Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks; Metacognition	- Assess learning situations and develop plans 
of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Strategy - Set goals, establish criteria, create and follow plans, 
make judgments and determine the effectiveness of the plan

Follows instructions with minimal supervision. Voice	&	Identity	-	Recognize their roles and responsibilities 
in their own learning
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Collaboration 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential Component Connection

Accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in  

a group; 

Voice	&	Identity	- Recognize their roles and responsibilities 
in their own learning

Strategy - Use active reading, writing, viewing, listening, 
speaking and representing techniques to record, react and 
respond to ideas

Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and 
traditions of others;

Voice	&	Identity	-	Value their own knowledge and 
experience and that of others by actively contributing and 
welcoming new ideas

Voice	&	Identity	-	Recognize how personal views and the 
views of others can affect thinking

Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal 
and media-assisted interactions;.

Voice	&	Identity	-	Advocate for self and others to 
advance learning

Works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to 
achieve group goals;

Strategy - Select and use appropriate organizers to gather, 
manage and communicate information and ideas

Questioning	-	Pose and answer questions in collaboration with 
peers to explore various ways of thinking

Shares information, resources, and expertise and promotes 
critical thinking to solve problems and make decisions. 

Initiative 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential Component Connection

Looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for 
learning;

Voice	&	Identity	-	Seek opportunities for purposeful self-
expression to authentic audiences about meaningful topics 
and issues

Voice	&	Identity	-	Set personal goals and explore ideas of 
personal interest relevant to topics of study

Growing Success
Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario's Schools, First Edition 
Covering Grades 1 to 12
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Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to 
take risks;

Questioning	-	Use technology to pose questions and explore 
divergent perspectives

Voice	&	Identity	-	Value their own knowledge and 
experience and that of others by actively contributing and 
welcoming new ideas

Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to 
take risks;

Questioning	-	Use technology to pose questions and explore 
divergent perspectives

Voice	&	Identity	-	Value their own knowledge and 
experience and that of others by actively contributing and 
welcoming new ideas

Demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning; Questioning	- Explore, wonder and investigate to solve 
problems and build understanding

Voice	&	Identity	-	Set personal goals and explore ideas of 
personal interest relevant to topics of study

Approaches new tasks with a positive attitude; Metacognition	-	Are aware of their own actions and beliefs 
and recognize how their attitudes, habits and dispositions 
influence the extent of their learning

Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self 
and others .

Voice	&	Identity	-	Advocate for self and others to adva 
nce learning

Self-Regulation 
Sample Behaviours - The Student Potential Component Connection

Seeks clarification or assistance when needed; Metacognition	- Seek clarification and support when 
barriers to learning are encountered

Assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and 
interests;

Metacognition	-	Assess learning situations and develop 
plans of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Metacognition	-	Identify, communicate and act on their 
learning preference and individual strengths

Identifies learning opportunities, choices,  
and strategies to meet personal needs and achieve goals;

Metacognition	-	Assess learning situations and develop 
plans of action, and select strategies and resources accordingly

Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self 
and others .

Metacognition	-	Are aware of their own actions and beliefs 
and recognize how their attitudes, habits and dispositions 
influence the extent of their learning
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Appendix D - Ministry Resources Related to the Components

The chart below provides a sampling of Ministry print and video resources which may be used to illustrate the adolescent literacy 
components .

Critical	Literacy

Resource Format Links to other 
Components

ALERT:	Make	Room	For	Evaluating	Sources	of	Information
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html	

This ALERT focuses on supporting students with explicit strategies for evaluating sources to 
determine whether they are credible, accurate, valid and useful

PDF Questioning

ALERT:	Make	Room	For	Evaluating	Perspectives	and	Biases
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT focuses on critical literacy by suggesting how to help students to evaluate 
perspectives and biases in texts. Provided are ideas for supporting students to strengthen 
their skills to think more independently, analyze information for validity, credibility and 
reliability, and actively make decisions about what to do with the texts.

PDF

Capacity	Building	Series	–	Critical	Literacy
learnteachlead.ca/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/Nov29CriticalLiteracy.pdf

This monograph emphasizes that all text is constructed for a purpose and that reading is not 
a passive act but an interaction between the text and a reader who looks for meaning, asks 
questions and challenges assumptions.

PDF Strategy

Critical	Literacy
edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyVideo/CriticalLiteracy/mp4/ALG_CriticalLiteracy.mp4

This video shows students using Critical Literacy, one of the components of adolescent literacy, 
and how it supports their abilities to think, express, and reflect. The video may be used by 
teachers with their students, or by professional learning facilitators with classroom teachers, 
principals and other educators. Transcript and viewer’s guide provided.

Video 
– 

PDF

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching	Learning	Examples:	Grade	7	Arts	
Drama:	Step	Into	My	Shoes	–	Exploring	Perspective
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Arts/GR7_ARTS_DRAMA_
STEPINTOMYSHOESEXPLORINGPRESPECTIVES.pdf

In this lesson students examine various points of view through dramatic exploration.

                            
PDF

Strategy 
– 

Voice and Identity
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Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/Learning	Examples:	Grade	10	
English,	Applied	(ENG2P):	Critical	Literacy	—	Media	Texts
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Language%20-%20English%20
Grades%207-10/Folder%20Eng_GR10__Critical%20Literacy.pdf

In this lesson students discuss and evaluate media texts through a critical literacy lens.

PDF

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	Grade	
9	Exploring	Technologies	(TIJ1O)	or	Exploring	Communications	
Technology	(TGJ1O):	Design	Proposal	–	Technological	Education
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/TechEd/GR9_
EXPLORINGTECHNOLOGIEs_TIJ1O_TG10.pdf

In this lesson students analyze a piece of media and follow the steps in the design process to 
develop a design proposal for an advertisement.

PDF

Discovering Voice
learnteachlead.ca/videos/jeffrey-wilhelm-debrief

Watch as Jeffery Wilhelm works with students to explore whose voices are present and missing 
in their study of an historical event in this series, Discovering Voice.

Video Voice and Identity

The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat Webcast Professional Learning 
Series:	Discovering	Voice
learnteachlead.ca/projects/discovering-voice

This video series illustrates an integrated inquiry-based study that has students answer 
questions of who has voice, and who is marginalized and why. They assume a critical stance as 
they use a variety of sources examine what voices are missing in history, literature and society. 
Includes a facilitator’s guide.

Video 
– 

PDF

Voice and Identity 
– 

Metacognition 
– 

 Strategy 
– 

Questioning

Literacy	GAINS:	Reading	Beneath,	Behind	and	Beyond	the	Text
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/D.I.%20Enhancement%20Package/Literacy/DI_Literacy%20
Cards.pdf

This quick reference contains information about the principles, benefits and strategies of 
critical literacy.

PDF Questioning 
– 

Strategy

Snapshots	of	Effective	Practice:	Twenty-First	Century	Teaching	and	
Learning:	Allan	Luke	-	Critical	Literacy
learnteachlead.ca/videos/21st-century-teaching-and-learning-critical-literacy-2

In this video, Allan Luke discusses using all the forms of text that exist in everyday life to teach 
critical literacy.

Video Voice and Identity

Practice	and	Research	Connections	-	Adolescent	Literacy
See page 20

This article links research on adolescent literacy with effective literacy instruction for the 
component Critical Literacy.

 PDF
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Knowing and Responding to Learners, Grade 10 Applied History, 
Developing	Historical	Perspective
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/KnowingAnd%20RespondingToLearners/
KnowingAndRespondingToLearners_HGandCWS_AODA.pdf

This resource provides an "at a glance" look at effective and differentiated instruction in History, 
Geography and Canadian and World Studies

PDF Critical Thinking

Knowing and Responding to Learners, Grade 10 Open Civics and 
Citizenship,	Applying	Political	Perspective
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/KnowingAnd%20RespondingToLearners/
KnowingAndRespondingToLearners_HGandCWS_AODA.pdf

This resource provides an "at a glance" look at effective and differentiated instruction in 
History, Geography and Canadian and World Studies

PDF Critical Thinking

Metacognition

Resource Format Links to other 
Components

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Thinking	Metacognitively
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

Transfer descriptor over when this is posted. Use this one for now. This ALERT provides 
educators with ideas to support students in thinking metacognitively.

Video Questioning

AER	GAINS:	Planning	Assessment	with	Instruction
edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/planningassessmentwithinstruction.html

This video series outlines how to integrate assessment with instruction to improve student 
learning and to inform teacher instruction. 

Video Strategy 
– 

Voice and Identity

AER	GAINS:	Self-Assessment
edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/selfassessment.html

This video series shows the impact of self-assessment on student learning, and the critical role it 
plays in teaching students to learn how to learn independently . 

Includes a Viewer’s Guide.

Video 
– 

PDF

Voice and Identity

AER	GAINS:	Descriptive	Feedback
edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/descriptivefeedback.html

This video series shows teachers purposefully planning critical points at which students receive 
descriptive feedback to help students to become increasingly more independent and more able to 
monitor their own progress and determine next steps . 

Includes a Viewer’s Guide.

Video 
– 

PDF

Strategy 
– 

Voice and Identity
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Capacity	Building	Series:	Student	Self-Assessment
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/studentselfassessment.pdf

This monograph describes the benefits, process and practical application of self-assessment.

PDF Voice & Identity 
– 

Strategy

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	GRADE	10	
Introduction	to	Computer	Studies	(ICS2O):	Animation	Programming	–	
Computer Studies
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/ComputerStudies/GR10_
INTROTOCOMPUTERSTUDIES_ICS20ANIMATONPROG.pdf

This lesson on animation creation includes appendices with personal learning preferences and 
goals as a focus .

PDF Voice and Identity

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Example:	Grade	8	
Guidance	and	Career	Education:	Pathways	—	 
Goal	Setting	and	Action	Planning
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Guidance%20&%20Career%20
Education%20Grades%207-10/Folder%20Guid_GR8_Goal%20Setting.pdf

This lesson takes students through the process of creating personally relevant goals. Note that this 
Teaching and Learning Example is based on previous curriculum policy but is included here as a 
good example of a lesson incorporating student voice.

PDF Strategy 
– 

Voice and Identity

Literacy	GAINS:	Exploring	Metacognitive	Habits	of	Mind
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/adolescent/metacognition.html

This video series shows teachers working with students to develop strategies and metacognitive 
thinking skills. It also includes Barrie Bennett speaking about the importance of students 
internalizing their learning.

 Video Questioning 
– 

 Strategy 
– 

Voice and Identity

Literacy	GAINS:	Metacognition	Lessons	-	English	Grade	9	Applied	ENG1P

edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyinSpecialSubjects/LanguageEnglish/G9_meta1.pdf

edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyinSpecialSubjects/LanguageEnglish/G9_Meta2.pdf

edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyinSpecialSubjects/LanguageEnglish/G9_meta3.pdf 

This series of lessons provides a way to explicitly teach metacognition. It includes assessment 
tools, question prompts and related student materials.

PDF Strategy

Literacy	GAINS:	Promoting	Meaningful	Student	Involvement	–	Listening	
to What Students Have to Say
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/resource_by_type.html

This video features a student talking about how he learns best and the strategies that he uses.

Video Voice and Identity 
– 

Strategy
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Metacognition
edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyVideo/CriticalLiteracy/mp4/ALG_Metacognition.mp4

This video shows students using the adolescent literacy component of Metacognition. Transcript 
and viewer’s guide provided.

Video 
– 

PDF

Practice	and	Research	Connections	-	Metacognition
See page 26

This article links research on adolescent literacy with effective literacy instruction for the 
component Metacognition.

PDF

Questioning

Resource Format Links to other 
Components

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Engaging	in	Inquiry	Learning
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

In this ALERT, the relationship between literacy and inquiry is explored. Explicit strategies are 
shared for supporting students to meet the literacy demands of inquiry.

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Students	to	Pose	and	Pursue	Questions
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html	

This ALERT focuses on promoting the use of purposeful learning conversations to support 
adolescent literacy needs .

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Talking	to	Learn
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT focuses on enabling students to pose and pursue their own questions, which helps 
them to become self-directed, reflective learners.

PDF

AER	GAINS:	Questioning
edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/questioning.html

This video series provides research and practice related to questioning, and its important 
connection to assessment for learning.

Video Voice and Identity

Capacity	Building	Series:	Getting	Started	with	Student	Inquiry
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_StudentInquiry.pdf

This monograph outlines an inquiry process which enables teachers to create learning 
opportunities for students to pose questions, make sense of information, and build on 
natural curiosity as they develop higher-order thinking skills.

PDF Voice and Identity 
– 

 Critical Literacy
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Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	Grade	7	
Science	and	Technology:	Go	ECO!	Ecosystems
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Science%20&%20Technology%20
Grades%207&8/Folder%20Sci-Tech%20GR7%20EcoSystem.pdf

In this lesson, students use questioning to research an ecosystem of their choice.

PDF

Literacy	GAINS:	One	Approach	to	Questions
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/resource_by_type.html

In this video, Michael Hardt outlines a strategy for students to understand questions.

 Video Strategy

Math	GAINS:	Big	Ideas	and	Proportional	Reasoning,	K-12
edugains.ca/resources/LearningMaterials/ContinuumConnection/BigIdeasQuestioning_
ProportionalReasoning.pdf

This content-based package supports students’ learning, including questions to develop 
proficiency connected to the mathematical processes.

PDF Strategy

Math	GAINS:	TIPS	–	Posing	Powerful	Questions
edugains.ca/newsite/math/assessmentfor_as_of/questioning.html

These lessons focus on effective questioning, using both the TIPS template and the Posing 
Powerful Questions template.

PDF 
– 

DOC

Practice	and	Research	Connections	-	Questioning
See page 32

This article links research on adolescent literacy with effective literacy instruction for the 
component Questioning.

Video

Questioning
edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyVideo/PLF/mp4/Component_Questioning.mp4

This video shows students using the adolescent literacy component of Questioning to help 
build their understanding of a new topic. The students develop strategies for answering their 
own questions, supporting them to become independent learners. Transcript and viewer’s 
guide provided.

Video

Shifting	How	We	Ask	Questions:	Question	Words
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/resource_by_topic.html

Watch how the students in the class, co-taught by Marlee Falcon and Bill Bazinet, build 
understanding about different kinds of question prompts.

Video

Snapshots	of	Effective	Practice:	Collaborative	Learning
https://vimeo.com/88392815

This video shows students in a learning team ask probing questions of one another to deepen 
their understanding of the topic of study .

Video Critical Literacy
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Strategy

Resource Format Links to other 
Components

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Building	Knowledge	of	Text	Structures
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

Explicit instruction about text structures helps readers effectively navigate text and improve 
their comprehension and their understanding of how ideas are shaped for different purposes. 
This ALERT suggests a number of instructional strategies to support students in developing 
their awareness and understanding of text structure .

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Developing	Subject	Specific	Vocabulary
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

Vocabulary is a major factor which influences comprehension. This ALERT suggests ways to 
explicitly teach and guide vocabulary building so students can improve comprehension and 
develop more sophisticated writing.

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Inferring	During	Reading
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT focuses on specific strategies that students can use to effectively ‘read between the 
lines’ and make meaning from implicit information in text. 

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Making	Connections	to	Deepen	Understanding
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT provides ideas for educators to consider when supporting students to make 
connections that deepen understanding.

PDF

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Supporting	Student	Collaboration
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT includes a number of supports to structure collaborative working groups that 
can helps learners develop a range of literacy skills that they may not be able to develop and 
strengthen by working independently .

PDF Questioning

Capacity	Building	Series:	Let’s	Talk	About	Listening
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/Talk_about_listening.pdf

This monograph explains that good talkers and listeners are more likely to become good 
readers and writers and encourages teachers to create a listening classroom while utilizing 
various strategies for listening.

PDF Metacognition 
– 

 Questioning 
– 

Voice and Identity
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Capacity	Building	Series:	Writing	to	Learn
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_WritingtoLearn.pdf

This monograph outlines practical activities teachers can implement to enable students to 
deepen and extend their understanding of subject material .

PDF Metacognition

Capacity	Building	Series:	A	World	of	Words
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/world_of_words.pdf

This monograph explores vocabulary development strategies for English Language Learners.

PDF

Differentiated	Instruction:	Mathematics	-	Centennial	S.	S.
edugains.ca/newsite/di/divideoclips.html

In this video, students use strategy, questioning and thinking vocabulary to deepen 
understanding of mathematical concepts.

Video Voice and Identity 
– 

 Questioning

Differentiated	Instruction:	Science	–	Bishop	Macdonell
edugains.ca/newsite/di/divideoclips.html

In this video, students work collaboratively to learn subject-specific vocabulary in a science 
classroom .

Video Voice and Identity

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	Grade	9	
English,	Applied	(ENG1P):	Reading	Graphic	Text
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Language%20-%20English%20
Grades%207-10/Folder%20Eng_GR9_Graphic%20Text.pdf

This lesson on reading graphic texts describes several comprehension strategies for student use.

PDF Metacognition

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/Learning	Examples:	Grade	
10	Mathematics,	Applied	(MFM2P):	Introduction	to	Solving	Linear	
Systems
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Mathematics%20Grades%207-10/
Folder%20Math_GR10_Linear%20Systems.pdf

In this lesson students assess the effectiveness of a problem solving strategy used and propose 
alternative strategies.

PDF

Literacy	GAINS:	Assessment	Matters	-	Working	Together	in	Response	
to Our Students
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/prolearnfac/literacyassessmentmatters.html

This module features a collaborative professional learning cycle on literacy learning and how 
reading assessment prompts responsive instruction. Includes a facilitator’s guide. 

Video 
– 

PDF

Metacognition
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Math	GAINS:	Differentiated	Instruction	Math	Cards
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/D.I.%20Enhancement%20Package/Mathematics/DI_Math_
Cards_8.5X11/MIN_DICards_MathematicalProcessProblemSolving.pdf

This series of cards provide suggestions for students to demonstrate their understanding of 
the math processes using a variety of strategies and tools.

PDF

Promoting	Meaningful	Student	Involvement
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/prolearnfac/resource_by_type.html

Listen to Chris MacDonald metacognitively talk about his use of strategies, and how they’ve 
made a difference for his learning.

Video

Math	GAINS:	TIPS4RM	Mathematical	Processes
edugains.ca/resources/LearningMaterials/MathProcesses/MathProcessessPackage.pdf

This resource suggests strategies for students and provides possible instructional strategies, 
along with sample questions and feedback, to support development of adolescents’ 
mathematical problem-solving skills.

PDF Metacognition 
– 

Questioning

Strategy
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/prolearnfac/components_of_adolescent.html

This video shows students using Strategy, one of the components of adolescent literacy, and 
how it supports their abilities to think, express, and reflect. Transcript and viewer’s guide 
provided.

Video

–

PDF

Metacognition 
– 

Questioning

What	Works?	Research	Into	Practice	Series	-	Improving	Student	Writing
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/WW_Improving_Student_Writing.pdf

This monograph focuses on using feedback as a teaching tool to support students’ writing 
development.

PDF Voice and Identity

Practice	and	Research	Connections	-	Strategy
See page 38

This article links research on adolescent literacy with effective literacy instruction for the 
component strategy .

PDF

Knowing	and	Responding	to	Learners,	Grade	7-8	Geography,	Supporting	
Students	in	Reading	Images	and	Collaborative	Talk
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/KnowingAnd%20RespondingToLearners/
KnowingAndRespondingToLearners_HGandCWS_AODA.pdf

This resource provides an "at a glance" look at effective and differentiated instruction in History, 
Geography and Canadian and World Studies .

PDF Strategy
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Knowing and Responding to Learners, Grade 9 Applied Geography, 
Tiered Support for Map Reading
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/KnowingAnd%20RespondingToLearners/
KnowingAndRespondingToLearners_HGandCWS_AODA.pdf

This resource provides an "at a glance" look at effective and differentiated instruction in History, 
Geography and Canadian and World Studies .

PDF Strategy

Voice	and	Identity

Resource Format Links to other 
Components

ALERT:	Good	for	All	Necessary	for	Some	How	to	Help	Students	Who	
Struggle	with	Writing
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

This ALERT focuses on meeting the needs of students who struggle with writing.

PDF Questioning

ALERT:	Make	room	for	Building	Background	Knowledge
edugains.ca/newsite/literacy/professional_learning/alert.html

Building and activating prior knowledge helps students to make sense of subject content 
regardless of its complexity or difficulty. This ALERT focuses on helping students to build and 
use background knowledge, which increases their chances of academic success .

PDF

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/Learning	Examples:	Grade	
9	Learning	Strategies	(GLS1O,	GLE1O):	Community	involvement	
Investigation—	Guidance	and	Career	Education
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Guidance%20&%20Career%20
Education%20Grades%207-10/Folder%20Guid_GR9_Comm_Involvement.pdf

In this lesson students explore community involvement opportunities to understand how 
individual learning can be enhanced through community-based learning experiences. 

PDF

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	GRADE	10	
Introduction	to	Computer	Studies	(ICS2O):	Animation	Programming	–	
Computer Studies
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/ComputerStudies/GR10_
INTROTOCOMPUTERSTUDIES_ICS20ANIMATONPROG.pdf

This lesson on animation creation includes appendices with personal learning preferences and 
goals as a focus .

PDF Metacognition
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Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/	Learning	Examples:	Grade	8	
Guidance	and	Career	Education:	Pathways	—	 
Goal	Setting	and	Action	Planning	
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/Guidance%20&%20Career%20
Education%20Grades%207-10/Folder%20Guid_GR8_Goal%20Setting.pdf

In this lesson, students create personally relevant goals.

PDF Strategy 
– 

Metacognition

Differentiated	Instruction	–	Teaching/Learning	Examples:	Cooperative	
Education	and	Other	Forms	of	Experiential	Learning:	The	3	Rs	of	
Reflection	
edugains.ca/resourcesDI/TeachingLearningExamples/COOP/COOP_ED_
EXPERIENTIALLEARNING3RsREFLECTION.pdf

In this lesson, students create learning contracts for themselves.

PDF Metacognition

ELL	GAINS:	Dr.	Jim	Cummins	-	OISE	
edugains.ca/resourcesELL/WebCasts_WebClips/Video/Webcasts/mp4/
DrJimCumminsonLanguageLiteracy.mp4

In this video, Jim Cummins describes the connections between language and literacy, 
particularly for English Language Learners.

Video

Financial Literacy in The Arts – Grade 9 and 10 Music
edugains.ca/newsite/FinancialLit/secondaryresources/arts.html

In this video series, students discuss the factors that would need to be considered when making 
a purchase, co-construct criteria for the purchase and discuss how these skills may apply to 
other purchases in their lives.

Video 
– 

PDF

Financial Literacy in Grade 9 Geography
edugains.ca/newsite/financialLiteracy/secondary.html

In this video series, students make personal connections as they consider the global, economic, 
environmental, and social implications of investments and reflect on their personal learning. 
This video is based on previous curriculum policy but is included here as a good example of a 
lesson which incorporates student voice in the learning.

Video Metacognition

Financial Literacy in Grade 11 and 12 Canadian and World Studies
edugains.ca/newsite/FinancialLit/secondaryresources/canadianworldstudies.html

In this video, students plan a trip for themselves while considering all possible constraints 
and financial implications. Includes a facilitator’s guide. This video series is based on previous 
curriculum policy but is included here as a good example of a lesson which incorporates 
student voice in the learning.

Video 
– 

PDF

Strategy
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The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat Webcast Professional Learning 
Series:	Discovering	Voice	-	Developing	Student	Voice
learnteachlead.ca/projects/disovering-voice

This series of video segments explores student voice by illustrating effective practice for whole 
group and small group sharing . 

Video Critical Literacy  
– 

Questioning

Practice	and	Research	Connections	-	Voice	and	Identity
See page 44

This article links research on adolescent literacy with effective literacy instruction for the 
component Voice and Identity. 

PDF

Snapshots	of	Effective	Practice:	Lucy	West	–	Insights	into	Effective	
Practice
learnteachlead.ca/videos/lucy-west-effective-practice-2

In the video segment, Student Voice, Lucy West outlines how teachers can foster student voice 
by encouraging them to articulate their reasoning and by valuing their ideas in the classroom. 
In additional segments, she also explains how to create a culture of classroom discourse, and 
describes the barriers to classroom talk .

Video Metacognition  
– 

Questioning

Voice	and	Identity	1
edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyVideo/PLF/mp4/VoiceAndIdentity1_MusicVideo.mp4

This illustration of literacy learning is taken from a group of students who think about how their 
lives inside and outside of school connect. One student, Alicia, put those ideas to music and 
wrote a song Where the Inside and Outside Meet. Transcript and viewer’s guide provided.

Video 
– 

PDF

Voice	and	Identity	2
edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/LiteracyVideo/PLF/mp4/VoiceAndIdentity2.mp4

This illustration of literacy learning takes place in a grade 8 class. In it, students are expressing 
how they learn best and teachers are explaining how they respond to those learning 
preferences. Transcript and viewer’s guide provided.

Video 
– 

PDF
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